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IMPORT PRICE INDEX - December 2017 QUARTER
(Base Period: March 2009 quarter = 100.0)

Highlights of the quarter

e Import Price Index rose 8.3 percent from
the September 2017 quarter.

e Mineral Products index recorded the largest
increase (up 16.4 percent).

Overview

The Import Price Index for the December 2017
quarter showed an overall increase of 8.3
percent from the September 2017 quarter.
Mineral products index was the main driver for
the current increase (up 16.4 percent from the
previous quarter). The other four sections were
also increased. In comparison with the
December 2016 quarter, the current import
price index increased 15.4 percent.

The four quarters ending December 2017
showed a 10.1 percent increase in the overall
import price index compared with the four
quarters ending December 2016 quarter. See
table 1 and graph 1.
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HS Section 1: Live Animals; Animal Products
prices rise 2.7%.

Import prices for ‘Live Animals and Animal
Products’ in the December 2017 quarter rose 2.7
percent, following a 4.8 percent rise in the
September 2017 quarter. Dairy and meat
products increased reflecting higher prices of
chicken eggs (up 25.6 percent), liquid milk (up
2.8 percent) poultry meats (up 3.2 percent) and
sheep meats (up 1.8 percent). In comparison
with the December 2016 quarter, the current
live animals and animal products index
increased 16.5 percent.

Reviewing the four quarters ending December
2017 over the four quarters ending December
2016, the current overall animals and animal
products index increased 11.5 percent. See
tables 1 and 2 and graph 2.

Source: Samoa Bureau of Statistics

HS Section 2: Vegetable Products prices rise
0.3%.

Import prices for ‘Vegetable Products’ rose 0.3
percent in the December 2017 quarter, following
a 4.2 percent rise in the September 2017



quarter. Mainly responsible for the current
increase was higher prices of cereals products,
reflecting higher prices of rice (up 11 percent).
In comparison with the corresponding quarter of
2016, the current vegetables products index
increased 10.9 percent.

Reviewing the four quarters ending December
2017 over the four quarters ending December
2016, the current overall vegetable products
index increased 6.0 percent. See tables 1 & 2 and
graph 3.
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HS Section 3: Animal or Vegetable fats & oils
prices rise 1.9%.

Import prices for ‘Animal or Vegetable Fats and
Oils’ rose 1.9 percent in the December 2017
quarter, following a 0.2 percent rise in the
September 2017 quarter. The current increase
was mainly influenced by higher prices of
hydrogenated oils (up 9.2 percent). When
compared with the December 2016 quarter, the
current animal or vegetable fats and oils index
increased 3.9 percent.

The four quarters ending December 2017 was
2.8 percent higher in the overall index for animal
or vegetable fats and oils over the four quarters
ending December 2016. See tables 1 & 2 and
graph 4.
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HS Section 4: Food and Beverages prices rose
0.9 %.

‘Food and Beverages’ import price index
increased 0.9 percent in the December 2017
quarter, following a 2.3 percent decrease in the
September 2017. The current increase was
mainly driven by cereals and sugar, reflecting
higher prices of pasta (up 3.8 percent) and sugar
(up 1.3 percent). In comparison with the
December 2016 quarter, the current food and
beverages index increased 4.9 percent.

In comparing the four quarters ending December
2017 over the four quarters ending December
2016, the overall food and beverages index
increased 5.3 percent. See tables 1 & 2 and graph
5.
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HS Section 5: Mineral Products price rise
16.4%.

‘Mineral products’ import prices recorded 16.4
percent in the December 2017 quarter, following
a 8.4 decrease in the September 2017 quarter
with petroleum oils the main driver for the
current increase. When compared with the




December 2016 quarter, the current mineral
products index increased 21.0 percent.

The overall mineral products index in the four
quarters ending December 2017 was 12.7
percent higher than the four quarters ending
December 2016. See tables 1 & 2 and graph 6.
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Technical Notes

The Import Price Index (MPI) measures changes
in the cost, insurance, and freight (CIF) prices of
imports of merchandise into Samoa. It is a fixed
weight index with March 2009 quarter = 100.0
and is calculated on a quarterly basis using the
International Harmonized System of Trade
Classification (HS). The items included in the
index were selected on the basis of their
importance to the total import.

The scope of the MPI relates to the following
sections of the International Harmonized System
of Trade Classification (HS): 1. Live Animals:
Animal Products, 2. Vegetable Products, 3.
Animal or Vegetable fats and oils, 4. Food and
Beverages and 5. Mineral Products, The index
represents 50 percent of total Imports.

The March 2018 quarter MPI report is expected
to be available on May 10th 2018.
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Aliimuamua Malaefono Taua —T. Faasalaina
GOVERNMENT STATISTICIAN




[MPORT PRICE INDEX
Base: March 2009 Quarter = 100.0

Table]

I 2§ g 0 Change

Deel?/ | Decll/
CODE|  DESCRIPTION Weight | Sepls Decls | Marlf Junlf  Sepl6  Declé | Marl? Junl?  Spl7 Decllfp) | Sep- 17| Declf

[ |ANDMALPRODUCTS | 189 | I 1008 | 1042 | 1068 | 1073 | 1078 | 109 | 167 | I3 | &6 | 17 | 163

[

Met N 0y 109 | 95 | 128 | 167 | W8 | 106 | 106 | 186 | BLT | 4| L)
Doy By | 1 140 | 106 | 170 ) 189 | W | Il | 1068 | 1066 | 103 | 6 | U

I |VEGETABLEFRODUCTS | &7 | W1 M0 | 87 | 812 | %8 | 80§ | 80 | 85 | 81 | 84 | 03 | 109

1 Vesstables 00 | 150 144 | 108 | 1063 | 1092 | 132 | 1313 | 1023 | 103 | 107 | 20 | 109
W) Cereds W My T | TI0 eT | 610 | e | 82 | 67 | 60 | 8% | 10 | 68
1| Milldprd: 1E T 1 A T T 1 T 4 I U 1 )% I 1 N A
M |FATS & O3 W B W) BT Be ) M Do WY Be | B OWYL W
13| Fafsdos o | 81 M3 | W7 B | W2 | WL U3 Be | ME | W3 | L8| W

IV.  |FOOD & BEVERAGE LI A Y (1 O . K 1V I L

16 ComedBesf Caedfih | 436 | 83 913 | B9 | 88 | W2 | 03 | B4 W7 ) W7 | WS | D2 W
I Sugars T 1 2 4 T 1T O U 1 7 B I
10 Cereds 240 B8 B | W3 K3 | WD MD| BY ) BO | W7 W3 O18 | 2

V. [MINERALPRODUCTS | ¢ | L1 107 | 82 | &8 | 9§ | 02 14 | %9 | Yo | 183 | 164 | 110

1 Minerel el LV A N N WA 3 S )X 2 I S I A

Total Algrowps | 100 | 1003 907 | 803 | 937 | 957 | 929 | 1001 | 1001 | %00 | 1072 ) 83 | 14

Source: Samoa Bureau Statiztics (Ezonamics Division)

() Provisional fizwss



INMNPORT PRICE INDEX
Base: March 2009 Quarter = 100.0

Table 2
1015 1016 017 YChange
Sep Dee | Mar Jun Sep Dee Mar Jun Sep Dee |Dee 17/Sep
Weight | 2015 2015 | 2016 2016 016 2016 | 2017 2017 2017 2017 17
L ANIMAL PRODUCTS
02 Meat 10000 | 107.5 |100.9) 97.5 | 102.8 | 106.7 | 107.8 | 110.6 | 120.6 | 12B.6 | 131.7 2.4
0204 Shes 33.7 165.8 | 1624|1357 1536.7 | 16483 | 1744 | 1825 | 198.7 | 209.0 | 2125 1.8
0207 Poultry G663 778 | 686 | 675 754 771 T4.0 T4.0 809 377 o035 3.2
04 Dairy 10000 | 121.2 [124.0)120.6 ( 117.0 | 108.92 | 107.% | 111.6 | 106.9 | 106.6 | 110.5 3.6
0401 Ml 42.0 1097 | 1088 107.2 | G8.6 3.9 1.1 03 6 G254 026 052 2.8
0402 Milke, cone. 179 1204 | 132 1290 120.7 | 1208 | 1223 | 1271 | 1228 | 1312 | 1249 -4.8
04035 Butter 24.1 787 | B33 | B3.0 833 0.2 0.1 o6.4 D65 1009 S6.0 -4.8
0407 Eges 16.0 2046 (2083|2031 | 208.7 | 1629 | 1629 | 1642 | 1416 | 1244 | 156.2 25.6
II. VEGETABLE PRODUCTS
07 Vegetables 100.0 | 113.0 [114.4]130.8 | 106.5 | 1092 | 115.2 | 131.5 | 111.5 | 130.5 | 1X7.7 -2.1
0701 Potatoes 565 121.4 | 12721497 110.5 | B89 885 1257 | 1231 | 1538 | 151.8 -1.3
0703 Onions 43.5 1021 |120.8) 106.3 | 101.4 | 1355 | 148.5 | 139.0 G8.7 1003 06 5 -3.8
10 Cereals 1040.0 748 | 736 | TLO | 67.7 67.0 64.5 65.2 68.7 61.0 65.8 11.0
1{Mr6 Face IRE IR J48 | 736 | T1.0 677 67.0 64.5 652 68.7 62.0 63.8 11.0
11 Milled prods. 100.0 68.6 | 67.3 | TR0 | BL.I To.9 7.1 T7.9 B7.0 911 B9.4 -3.0
1101 Wheat 100.0 686 | 673 | 7.0 31.2 189 781 178 87.0 921 35 4 -3.0
III. FATS & OILS
15 Fats & oils 1000 B8.1 | B4.3 | B&T | BS.6 B6.Z B7.1 B7.3 BB.6 BE.B 90.5 1.9
1507 Bova-bean e 10000 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 1000 | 1000 | 1000 | 100.0 | 1000 | 100.0 | 10:0.0 0.0
1516 Hydrogenated 367 T4.8 | 696 | TO.0 73.5 73.6 T6.0 759 80.7 78.5 85.8 9.2
1517 Margarine 357 G277 | 870 | 844 | BT 383 38.5 361 8745 o0 6 33.0 2.8
IV. FOOD, BEVERAGES& TOBACCO
16 Meat, fish 100.0 B8.3 | 21.3 | B9 | B39 2 Bl.3 B5.4 B1.7 B&.7 B5.6 -0.2
1602 Corn=d Beaf 31.0 1035 |101.4| 1083 | 1145 | 1181 | 118.1 | 1197 | 1136 | 117.2 | 113.0 -3.6
1604 Canned fish g9.0 81.5 | 868 | 80.1 603 65.9 64 8 70.1 674 T1.6 733 2.3
17 Sugars 100.0 | 1097 |105.1)110.0 | 149.4 | 152 152 154.0 | 177.5 | 160.3 | 161.4 1.3
1701 Cane, best 100.0 1097 | 1051 110.0 | 1494 | 152.6 52.8 | 1540 | 1775 | 1603 | 162.4 1.3
19 Cereals 10000 Be.B | BB.2 | Be.3 Be.5 B4.7 B4.1 B3.3 B5.0 B4.7 B6.3 1.9
1502 Pasta 58.0 864 | 905 | B6.8 86.1 832 B2.0 32.0 82.6 8.0 52.0 3.8
1505 Bread 44.0 873 | B6.7 | B5.8 36.9 36.7 36.9 349 88.0 91.9 1.8 -0.1
V. MINERAL PRODUCTS
127 Mineral fuels 100.0 | 121.9 |103.7| B3.2 BB.B o916 B7.:X | 101.4 | 989 290.6 | 1055 16.4
2710 Petrolevm oils 1p.0 121. 103.7| 832 B8.8 02.6 87.2 101.4 | 989 o6 105.5 16.4

Sowrcs: Samoa Bureau Statistics (Ecoromics Divisior)

(P} Provisicral figures




